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of achievement tests. A few case studies were made to illustrate the treatment 
of exceptional children. The present discussion, however, does little more 
than introduce these important methods into Mr. Brooks's ambitious program. 

Thus far the discussion in the book has dealt with tests and their use in 
classification, in determining pupil and teacher progress, and in the evaluation 
of method. The remaining chapters are concerned with a detailed scheme for 
teaching silent reading and with the problem of supervised study. These 
topics are treated with clearness and vigor, but the specialized procedure 
suggested by Superintendent Brooks is based on the opinion of an enthusiast 
for a method rather than on the evaluation of such a method in objective terms. 
The relatively low scores in reading at the beginning of the year were useful 
in calUng attention to this important subject. The appUcation of radically 
different methods, however, needs to be justified by careful and detailed 
measurement of a type which is doubtless impossible at the present stage of 
the testing program. The psychology of reading set forth by the writer is 
open to very serious question. Methods based on such a theory need to be 
evaluated with extreme care. 

The chief contribution of the book lies in the clearness with which a com- 
plete and difficult testing program has been planned, executed, and described. 
This is a unique undertaking and will serve as a guide to stimulate other prac- 
tical school men in the solution of a similar problem. The limitations of the 
present work are perhaps a result of the uncritical enthusiasm of Superintendent 
Brooks for standardized tests and gross results. 

KaxL J. HOLZINGEE 

Training teachers in service. — ^Teachers and boards of education have not 
yet escaped from the serious problems of high prices. After a period of 
postwar decline, commodity prices have again entered a period of advance. 
While wage increases are being granted among certain types of workers, such 
increases are not general at the preesent time in the teaching profession. 
Retrenchment rather seems to be the rule. If the present system of taxation 
for the support of schools has about reached its limit, if the economic incentives 
to enter the profession of teaching are not to be enhanced, how can the schools 
attract an increasing number of competent youth to invest two years of time 
and a considerable sum of money in order to become standard elementary 
teachers ? The immediate future does not promise quick relief from the sub- 
standard scholarship and training of new recruits in the teaching force of the 
elementary schools. Hence the increasing importance of training teachers 
while in service. 

A most helpful monograph' on agencies for the improvement of teachers 
in service has recently appeared. The author has endeavored "to discover 

" Charles Russell, The Improvement of the City Elementary School Teacher in 
Service. Teachers College Contributions to Education, No. 128. New York: 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 1922. Pp. 140. 
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the agencies which are concerned with the improvement of the elementary- 
school teacher of our city public schools and are at work at the present time; 
to develop the fundamentals of improvement of teachers while in service; to 
build up, in the light of these fundamentals, a constructive scheme of improve- 
ment for the elementary-school teachers in service in a city" (p. 12). 

The data for this publication were obtained mainly from sup)erintendents' 
reports, 778 such reports being secured from 197 cities. It was found that all 
of the agencies of improvement could be included under five headings: (i) 
extension activities, (2) teachers' meetings, (3) devices, (4) professional super- 
vision, and (s) work with new teachers. Pages 14-86 are taken up with a 
detailed classification of agencies under these types. Brief descriptive para- 
graphs and a liberal amount of illustrative material abstracted from the author's 
sources help to relieve the outline of its barrenness and provide more detailed 
information in regard to the many plans in vogue. 

Mr. Russell concludes that a program for improving teachers in service 
should be organized about the following objectives: (i) acquisition of technique, 
(2) mastery of material, and (3) increase in idealism. 

In the last chapter there is presented in some detail a scheme of training 
for use in a city system. One of the most helpful sections in this constructive 
program relates to the training of novices and is inspired by the plan operative 
in Buffalo, New York. This plan is described as follows: 

The conditions of improvement with this teacher center about the character and 
activities of a period of supervised teaching in a segregated center for novices. The 
teaching-center consists of one of the regular schools of the city, the characteristics 
of which are the same as in any of the other schools. The school should be under the 
administration of a principal sympathetic with the needs and problems of beginning 
teachers, and should have in addition a staff of expert training teachers. This staff 
should be large enough to permit each novice to have personal contact with a master 
training teacher for a portion of each day. If the school day is one of five hours, a 
ratio of one training teacher to five novices would aUow each novice to have the per- 
sonal help of a training teacher for an hour each day [p. 126]. 

In the collection, classification, and evaluation of the scattered material 
on the training of teachers in service, the author has made a definite and prac- 
tical contribution to the hterature of public-school administration, a contribu- 
tion that will offer real assistance to the superintendent who desires to improve 
the agencies employed for training the teachers in the service of his school 
system. 

Frederick S. Breed 

Analysis of reading and spelling by statistical methods. — Practical instruc- 
tion of the pupils of the Scarborough School was accompanied by an intensive 
statistical study of the various types of reading and spelling abilities exhibited 
by the pupils. An elaborate battery of general and specific tests was used 
throughout the year. Where special deficiencies appeared in individual 



